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by judicious choice of seeds, and by the mechanical prep-
aration of crops. But the well-cultivated estates are still
the exception: the greater number are in the hands of
land stewards (sofobachis or nadirs) with special knowl-
edge, and whose mission consists of renting, on account
of the owner, to third parties the fields of the farm as
well as the meadows and pasture lands for a sum of
money realized from the product.
Small holdings take in seventy-five per cent of all
cleared land in Asia Minor. The number of these small
agricultural properties, although not officially estab-
lished, cannot be less than 1,000,000. The table on page
296 shows an average size of farms in and over Asiatic
Turkey.
A part of the large properties are sometimes leased to
fanners for a period of from two to five years. The
lease makes no mention either of the kind of crop or sys-
tem of cultivation. "Working on shares, as commonly
understood, does not exist in Turkey. A farmer, work-
ing on shares, or yariji, is generally a peasant living
on land included in one of the large agricultural estates.
He cultivates by the aid of his own equipment, and event-
ually turns over to the proprietor, after deducting treas-
ury tithes, a fourth or a third of the crop. If the village
included in the estate is common property, the owner of
the field receives only a fifth or a fourth of the crop.
These two ways of dividing the product apply only to
cereal crops. When industrial crops are in question
(cotton, tobacco, opium, etc.) the manner of division
varies according to the Mnd of crop and to the quality
of the fields turned over to the worker on shares,
No written instrument is exchanged between the pro-
prietor and the yariji* In case of dispute, usage gov-
erns. The farmer on shares remains the debtor of the
proprietor. His possessions consist, in the majority of
cases, of a pair of oxen, a native plow, and a few rough

